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That there are 400,000 frozen human
embryos that could provide a poten-
tially unlimited supply of stem cells
has become a truism of the stem cell
debate. Indeed, in recent letters to
President Bush, members of both the
House and Senate explicitly refer to
these 400,000 frozen embryos in urg-
ing the administration to change its
current policy on embryonic stem cell
research (ESCR).

A further truism is that the stem cells
lines that could be derived from
these frozen embryos have the
potential to cure numerous diseases,
but that such cures remain just
around the corner and just out of
reach because the Administration
refuses to fund research in which
these embryos would be
destroyed. After all, yet another
truism goes, the vast majority of
these embryos will likely be
destroyed anyway. Because the
number of frozen embryos is so
large there is an underlying assump-
tion, accepted almost without ques-
tion, that an equally large number of
therapeutic stem cells can be derived
from them.

But like all such truisms, there is little
truth behind these assumptions:

� According to a 2002 survey by the
RAND Corporation of IVF clinics
in the United States, the vast majori-
ty of the 400,000 currently frozen
embryos are NOT slated for destruc-
tion. The vast majority Ð 88.2% Ð
are being held for family building.

� Only a small fraction Ð 2.2% Ð are
slated to be discarded. 

� An only slightly higher percentage Ð
2.8% Ð have been designated for
research. That means of the original
400,000 frozen embryos, only
11,000 are actually available to be
destroyed for their stem cells.

Only a small number of those 11,000
embryos would actual yield stem cells.
Using what it calls Òa conservative esti-
mateÓ the RAND study calculated that
only about 275 stem cell lines could

actually be developed from the

embryos
available for research. And even then,
the RAND study concedes that this
number Òis probably an overestimate.Ó

Leading fertility experts also agree that
frozen embryos would yield a far
smaller number of stem cell lines than
is often assumed. Dr. William
Gibbons, of the Jones Institute for
Reproductive Medicine in Virginia,
says the Institute has about 200 frozen
embryos available for research, but
Òthere is no guarantee that we would
get any stem cells from those 200
frozen embryos. We hear all this stuff
about how all these embryos are avail-
able, but we just didnÕt think there was
much there.Ó And Dr. Barry Behr of
Stanford University notes that ÒBy far,

by far, the vast majority of embryos
that are frozen are not good. If we
thawed 10,000 embryos, we would get
100 or so that are viable blastocysts.Ó

So behind the seemingly impressive
number of Ò400,000 frozen embryos,Ó
the reality is that the actual number of
stem cell lines likely to be produced
from them is so small as to be clinical-
ly useless. In order to treat diseases
(still a very distant prospect using
human embryonic stem cells) hun-
dreds of thousands more embryos,
beyond those currently frozen and
available for research, would be need-
ed. This could only be achieved by a
deliberate effort to create new embryos
for the sole purpose of destroying
them Ð an outcome that the use of the
frozen embryos is supposed to avoid,
but would most likely cause.

And if these 275 potential stem cell
lines derived from frozen embryos
would therefore be used only in basic
research, then the number of human
embryonic stem cell lines already avail-
able for federal funding under current
administration policy (a number sure
to increase) is already sufficient for this
purpose. �

This fact-sheet article was produced by
and is reprinted here with the permission

of Do No Harm: The Coalition of
Americans for Research Ethics.
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By all accounts, the HCRTL booth at the Harford County
Farm Fair was a success:  275 bumper stickers were given
away, more than 500 ÒPrecious OnesÓ were Òadopted,Ó and
many people signed up in support of parental notification
as well as to receive the HCRTL newsletter.

However, the greatest success could not be calculated by
numbers, nor was it represented in the items and materials
given away.  The most exciting part of the experience came
in the reactions that young people had to the displays at the
booth.  Large numbers of teenagers, young women espe-
cially, came to look at and hold the unborn baby models.
They came exclaiming, ÒHere are the babies that So-and-So
was talking about,Ó having searched for the HCRTL booth
upon the recommendation of their friends.

Volunteering at the booth was easy; the set-up was non-
threatening and encouraged people to stop, look, and
touch.  Visitors could watch the ultrasound video, hold the
true-weight unborn baby models, listen to the volunteersÕ
explanations, and read the printed materials. Most visitors
had very positive reactions: for every scowl directed at the
volunteers and wide berth made around the booth, there
were five or six comments like, ÒBless you for being hereÓ
and ÒKeep up the good work.Ó

Although Harford
County is one of the
strongest pro-life coun-
ties in Maryland, there is
still a lot of ignorance of
basic facts and current
laws. For example, many
people falsely thought
that abortion was illegal
after three months. Still,
the most rewarding part
for the volunteers was
the opportunity to
answer the questions that
the young people raised,
many of whom then chose to sign up to receive the
newsletter. It was amazing to see their reaction when the
lies and disinformation of the pro-abortion machine were
stripped away by the single, simple event of holding a true-
weight, size, and form unborn baby model in their arms.

There is no way to know what the young people will do
with the ÒPrecious OnesÓ or written materials that they
took away from the booth, but one has to believe that their
exposure to truth and compassion has planted seeds that
will save the life of many unborn children.�

Farm Fair Facts
by Leigh Heller and Bob Brown

�

Please complete and return to:

Harford County Right to Life 
Suite 109 Box 96

5 Bel Air South Parkway
Bel Air, MD 21015

(410) 734-4800

I Want to Help!

Name ____________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip ______________________________________________

Phone ____________________________________________________

Email _____________________________________________________

�� I would like to financially support the efforts of Harford County Right to Life.  
Enclosed is my check for $______________

�� I would like to volunteer my time or talents. Please call me.
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Get Involved Today!
Visit our web site
Write to your elected officials
Volunteer to help
Support the effort
Vote on this issue

Check out our two new web sites...
harfordcountyrightolife.org

Information and advocacy for 
right-to-life issues.

abortioneducation.com

Asnwering questions for
those who are seeking or

who have had an abortion.

Do you want to help?

Please complete the other side of

this page and mail it back to us.

Thanks!
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